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“The poor are at the centre of the Gospel.  
In the poor and outcast we see Christ’s face; 

by loving and helping the poor, we love and serve Christ.”
                                                                                                    (Pope Francis)

The World Day of the Poor will be observed on Sunday, November 18th.  In his apostolic letter to
close the Year of Mercy, Pope Francis suggested the Catholic Church set aside one day each year when
communities  can  “reflect  on  how poverty  is  at  the  very  heart  of  the  Gospel.”   This  day  will  now be
celebrated on the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time each year. 

A  statement  from  the  Government  of  Canada  discussion  paper  “Towards  a  Poverty  Reduction
Strategy”:  “Poverty is more than just low income.  It also includes hardships like food insecurity, social
exclusion,  inadequate housing and lack of access to transportation and other services.   In Canada,  1.9
million families struggle to make ends meet.”

Consider making donations to the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul.  They are active throughout
Canada,  providing  assistance  to  the  less  fortunate.   Each  year,  the  organization  members  give  over
1,600,000 hours of their time in volunteer work, making about 250,000 home visits and helping more than
350,000 people across Canada.

The newly elected National Community Life Chairperson is Marie Rackley.  Marie is from Saint John,
New Brunswick.  She joined the League in 1971 and is a third generation League member.  She held the
position of diocesan president from 1998 to 2000 and is completing her term as provincial president.

Social and Economic Justice

What is social justice? By definition in the Oxford Dictionary it is “justice in terms of the distribution
of wealth, opportunities and privileges within a society”.  What is economic justice? By definition on the
website  Investopedia  it  is  “a  component  of  social  justice.   It  is  a  set  of  moral  principles  for  building
economic institutions, the ultimate goal of which is to create an opportunity for each person to create a
sufficient  material  foundation  upon  which  to  have  a  dignified,  productive  and  creative  life  beyond
economics” - taken from National Community Life chair communique #3. 

Canada Summer Jobs

It is not too late to voice your concerns….The 2019 Canada Summer Jobs application will soon be
compiled and released in early January/February 2019.  Now is the time to encourage members to write
the prime minister and members of parliament to state that the attestation be removed from any future
applications.  Let our voices be heard…taken from National Community Life Chair communique #3.


